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DECLARATION OF MARIA C. SEVERSON IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEF   

 

Maria C. Severson, Esq., SBN 173967 
AGUIRRE & SEVERSON, LLP 
501 West Broadway, Suite 1050 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone:  (619) 876-5364 
Facsimile:  (619) 876-5368 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

 
 
 
MICHAEL J. AGUIRRE, 
 
                                      Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION, et al., 
 
                                     Defendants. 
 

Case No. CPF-15-514188 
 
DECLARATION OF MARIA C. SEVERSON 
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S 
SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEF 
 
 
Continued Date: January 21, 2016 
Time:  9:30 a.m. 
Dept.:  302, Hon. Ernest H. Goldsmith 
 
Complaint filed:  March 9, 2015 

 

1. I am an attorney duly licensed to practice law before all of the courts of the State 

of California, and I am a partner with the law firm of Aguirre & Severson LLP, the attorneys of 

record for the Plaintiff in this action.  Except where otherwise stated, I have personal knowledge 

of the matters stated herein and if sworn as a witness could and would testify competently thereto. 

2. The following documents attached as Exhibits hereto are true and correct copies of 

what they are purported to be: 

 

Ex. Date Document 
1 31 January 2012 SCE Notification of San Onofre, Unit 3 ‘Reactor Coolant Leak’ for 

steam generator leak 
2 Re  

23 December 2013  
Office of Inspector General, NRC, Event Inquiry, page 9 re 23 
December 2013 report of replacement steam generators experiencing 
“significant and unexpected steam generator tube wear and the loss 
of tube integrity” 
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3 28 January 2013 Email from Michael Peevey: “I had dinner with Ron L Friday night” 
4 8 June 2015 Declaration of Edward F. Randolph, CPUC Director of Energy, re 

26 March 2013 meeting with CPUC Peevey and SCE Pickett in 
Warsaw, Poland 

5 26 March 2013 Handwritten “RSG Notes”:  CPUC’s Peevey and SCE’s Pickett re 
San Onofre settlement from private meeting at the Hotel Bristol, 
Warsaw, Poland  

6 31 March 2013  Email CPUC’s Edward Randolph to CPUC Commissioner Florio re 
“Commissioner Peevey asked me to set up a meeting” after “email 
problems in Poland” and “keep this meeting to just the three of us,” 
…”explain the topic in person (or on  the phone).” 

7 1 April 2013 Email from SCE’s Pickett to SCE CEO Craver, “My Notes” and 
attached “Elements of SONGS Deal” 

8 4 April 2013 Email SCE’s Pickett to SCE’s Worden re “settlement 
framework”…”take my notes and turn it into a simple term 
sheet”…”include the non-RSG CWIP” I’m on it. I have the SONGS 
1 settlement and will get it to you.” 

9 29 May 2013 SCE executive email thread “small window of opportunity to work 
with parties to implement a shutdown in exchange for getting our 
money back;” and “in talking with Carol [Brown, CPUC Peevey’s 
Chief of Staff], she indicated that Pickett was well prepared in 
Poland.”  

10 6 June 2013 Email from SCE CEO Craver re Brown-Feinstein-Peevey phone 
calls: Governor Brown “indicated a willingness to do that” (in 
response to the media, help by indicating “he thought the company 
was acting responsibly;” Peevey “said he was going out with a 
statement after our investor call.” 

11 12 June 2013 SCE certification it permanently shut down San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station 

12 7 June 2013 Email by Peevey advisor Brian Stevens to Peevey’s Chief of Staff, 
Carol Brown, and SCE Director of Regulatory Affairs, Laura Genao, 
copying several SCE executives and CPUC officials 

13 7 June 2013 Email by SCE official to Stephen Pickett re CPUC Commissioner 
Florio’s office response: “do everything we can to keep this out of 
the Commission's hands. They've learned much from the San Bruno 
effort (i.e. claims that the commission is in the "pockets" of the 
utilities) and want to avoid a repeat as much as they can.” 

14 21 September 
2013 

Email exchange between SCE’s Pickett and CPUC’s Peevey re plans 
to meet at the “Stafford Hotel in St. James” in London 

15 3 January 2014 Peevey’s Chief of Staff, Carol Brown email to SCE executive 
Michael Hoover: “Do we really want to fiddlefart around with this 
Phase 1 decision…”  

16 27 March 2014 Edison International and Southern California Edison Company’s 
Form 8-K filing at the SEC re Settlement Agreement 

17 17 April 2015 TURN Statement re Settlement, noting “Mr. Peevey stated that he 
had met with Stephen Pickett about San Onofre over a year earlier 
and waved several papers he claimed were notes from that meeting.” 

18 17 April 2015 ORA Statement re Settlement 
19 19 June 2013 CPUC letter to Plaintiff, Michael Aguirre, in response to Public 

Records Act request re communications between Peevey and SCE 
relating to Settlement 

20 23 June 2015 CPUC letter to Plaintiff, Michael Aguirre, in response to Public 
Records Act request re communications relating to March 2013 
Warsaw meeting 
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21 21 August 2015 CPUC letter to Plaintiff, Michael Aguirre, in response to Public 
Records Act request re communications between CPUC’s Picker and 
the Governor or Governor’s office 

22 13 November 2015 Search Warrant for 1,400 emails related to Stephen Pickett and 
Affidavit in support 

23 5 June 2015 Search Warrant for CPUC records and emails from 22 CPUC and 
SCE persons relating to the Warsaw meeting, San Onofre closure 
and settlement 

24 1 April 2015 CPUC President Picker letter to the Assembly Committee on 
Utilities & Commerce Chairperson re deliberative process claimed 
to have been followed in connection with San Onofre 

25 25 November 2014 Decision at CPUC Approving Settlement:  
“Ratepayers will still pay approximately $3.3 billion…” 

 

3. The documents consist of various types of documents obtained by me and 

Plaintiff: emails obtained through the Public Records Act; records obtained through the official 

websites of Southern California Edison, NRC, TURN, ORA, CPUC; official filings with the SEC 

(Form 8-K); search warrants and affidavits through subpoena; and Picker letter through court 

records. Where excerpts are provided, they are a part of the whole. 

4. Exhibit 10 includes an email. For the court’s convenience, the substance of a 

portion of the email is retyped for better visibility.   

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed this 27th day of December, 2015, at San Diego, CA. 

 
 
 
      /s/ Maria C. Severson   
      Maria C. Severson, Esq. 












































































































